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Meet Your Neighbor: Civil Air Patrol

By; ___________________________

It’s 1.________evening and at 2.___________ a small group of young people in military

fatigues are standing at attention. Inside, officers are attending a briefing before breaking up to

attend to their assigned duties. At first glance it could appear that the U.S. Air Force has

stationed a squadron in 3._________. However, a closer examination reveals that the insignias

affixed to the fatigues are civilian in nature. This is the Civil Air Patrol (CAP).

The CAP 4.____________ members are primarily civilian but also include some Reserve,

National Guard, and retired military personnel. The Civil Air Patrol’s primary mission for the last

61 years has been to provide air and ground search and rescue, disaster relief assistance,

aerospace education and youth cadet programs.

As the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, CAP promotes and follows the traditions,

standards, customs and courtesies of the Air Force. By utilizing CAP volunteers and CAP

aircraft, more than $100 million of taxpayer money is saved each year according to CAP

estimates.

On average it costs the taxpayer and the Air Force $2,200 an hour to fly a C-130, $1,600 an

hour for a military helicopter as well as $350 for other federal aircraft compared to $75 an hour

for CAP aircraft and crew.

Civil Air Patrol members are called to duty regularly by the Air Force Rescue Coordination

Center (AFRCC) at Langely AFB, Virginia, to locate active emergency locator transmitters

(ELT) in their local areas. The CAP units are designed and trained to alert local authorities when

an aircraft has crashed, but on many occasions the signal is caused when an ELT has been

switched on by accident. Not all is search and rescue, however, as CAP provides American

youth with cadet programs whereby boys and girls aged 12-21 have the opportunity to develop

leadership skills through the love of aviation.

“CAP is the reason I joined the Air Force,” says Lt. Michelle Rajotte, who along with her

husband Major Steve Rajotte, both active duty Air Force officers, head up the cadet program

for CAPs Emerald City Squadron in Wichita. “I have always loved aviation and I even got my

pilots license through CAP.”

Cadet programs incorporate aeronautical education, physical training, military standards,

customs and courtesies, and moral leadership. Cadets also have the opportunity to fly in CAP

or military aircraft. In the summer months cadets can choose to attend national programs

including Hawk Mountain Ranger School, Pararescue Orientation courses, Air Force Weather

Agency Course, International Air Cadet Exchange and Space Camp.

CAP also has been an excellent opportunity for cadets to earn scholarships for college. “Full

ride scholarships are available. The higher the rank you achieve the more opportunity there is. I

believe that any cadet who has reached the highest level (Spaatz Award) and has applied for

admission to a service academy, has never been turned down,” Lt. Rajotte says.

CAP was established on December 1, 1941. It was formed by a group of men and women

who recognized the AXIS threat to the United States and wanted to create a civil defense entity

to harness their aviation resources and flying skills. Volunteers performed many missions during

World War II including coastal patrols to search for enemy submarines, search and rescue,

cargo and courier flights to transfer critical materials and personnel and even towing targets so

Army Air Corp personnel could practice air-to-air gunnery techniques. CAP aircraft were even

armed with hand held bombs which were used to attack 57 U-boats, sinking two. After creating

the U.S. Air Force in 1947, Congress passed a law permanently establishing CAP as the official

auxiliary of the USAF.

Today there are 530 fixed-wing aircraft, 35 gliders and two hot-air balloons owned by the

CAP. There are an additional 4,000 member owned aircraft authorized for use on CAP

missions making CAP’s fleet the largest civilian owned aircraft fleet in the world. The

5.____________ is one of 14 squadrons in the Kansas Wing, under the command of Colonel

Regena Aye with Headquarters at Schilling Field in Salina.

The 6.______________ meets every 7.__________ evening at 8.___p.m. at 9.________

and is always looking for new members. For more information contact the recruiting officer

10.____________________________                          at 11.________________________.

1. your meeting night Simply e-mail or snail mail

2. meeting location 1 through 11 t0 me at

3. your town mps6261@aol.com

4. your squadron name along with the name of

5. same as 4. the newspaper(s) you want

6. same as 4. this to appear in.

7. same as 1.

8. time of your meeting Please mail me a copy

9. same as 2. of the newspaper article

10. your recruiting officer’s name for my reports

11. recruiting officer’s phone #
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