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MINNESOTA -- Cadets and senior members of multiple Civil Air Patrol squadrons in the Minneapolis area combined
efforts recently in a search for an elderly man who had disappeared the day before.
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CAP members joined with the Edina, Minn., police and fire departments to search a large local wooded park and lake
near Flying Cloud Airport for the missing man. 

Maj. Al Matson, commander of Minnesota Wing Group 2 and morning incident commander for a recent search for a
missing Edina man, briefs fellow searchers on the situation.

 

The man, who suffers from dementia, was initially reported walking in the park near his home.  About 100 searchers,
several teams with dogs, and one CAP aircrew combed the trails, muddy lake shore and brushy hillsides to no avail.  

Exactly 24 hours after the man disappeared, with hope of a successful outcome fading, he was found in good health. His
wife and children had seen him walking outside to get the afternoon mail at 2:30 p.m., as he always does.  

He had become confused and spent the night and day at a vacationing neighbor's unlocked house, thinking it was his,
officials said.

The search left the Edina Police Department very aware of the capabilities and quick response time CAP can provide.
The CAP members participating learned to put their search and rescue drills and skills into an actual mission.
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