12/18/2007

KS Wing Summary of Mishaps                                     
Kansas Wing members were involved in 3 mishaps this year.  I am summarizing them and offering suggestions to prevent mishaps of this type in the future.
1. The first and most serious was when a member, during a mission, stepped from a van and slipped on the ice.  The member fell and suffered multiple fractures of the leg.  This resulted in hospitalization and an operation.  Weather was a contributing factor.  Always be extra cautious when driving or walking in bad weather.  Use extreme caution when entering and exiting vehicles as often you are off balance and vulnerable. 
2. A windshield was cracked from a rock being thrown from a passing car tire.  Although this would be hard to prevent use extra caution/distance when driving behind vehicles especially large trucks with duel wheels.  Vehicles that have been on rock roads or off highway areas often pick up rocks in the tread and throw them out of the tread when at higher speeds.
3. The third mishap was when a member tripped on an elevated sidewalk resulting in a fall that caused abrasions to the face and pain.  This mishap occurred when walking on a moonlight night during training.  Obviously there was enough light to see where to walk but not enough to see the hazards.  Always use a flashlight or light source when walking in unfamiliar areas and use extreme caution.

By putting safety as our #1 priority we can reduce mishaps and accidents.  Always use discretion when performing a task and never use shortcuts that are potentially dangerous.
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